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Gilbert & Sullivan

Premiere:  March 25, 1875 at the London's Royalty Theatre

Trial by Jury
Libretto, W.S. Gilbert

Music, Arthur Sullivan

THE PLOT: In a politically satirical court, the defendant, Edwin, tells the jury that he breached his promise of marriage 
with Angelina because he became bored of her. The spurned bride, however, has instantly captured the heart of the 
Judge and jury. Edwin defends himself, arguing that his change of heart was only natural (as monogamy is not). After a 
series of  contradictions and clearly questionable professionalism, the matter is "resolved." All rejoice! 

Derrick Wang, a Baltimore native, received his Bachelor of Arts degree in music from Harvard 
University and  his Master of Music degree in Composition on a Richardson Scholarship from the 
Yale School of Music. He went on to receive his Juris Doctor degree on a Houff Leadership 
Scholarship from the University of Maryland Carey School of Law. Wang is currently Founding 
Advisor at Arsapio, LLC, and faculty at the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University. He is 
an avid speaker and scholar, having presented to TedxBroadway, the Judicial-Congressional 
Dialogue at the Library of Congress, Columbia Law School, and more legal, arts, and academic 
organizations across the country. 

Scalia/Ginsburg
Premiered on July 11, 2015 at the Castleton Festival

*all information from DerrickWang.com

THE PLOT: Justice Antonin Scalia is visited by the 
Commentator, who seals him in a chamber and compels 
him to undergo three trials. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
arrives to help Scalia and the two undergo the trials 
together. If they succeed, they will receive their freedom 
and much more. How do two ideologically opposed judges 
agree on anything? 

[Wang] composed a comic opera with an important 
message brought out in the final duet, “We are different, 
we are one”—one in our reverence for the Constitution, 
the U.S. judiciary and the Court on which we serve.

Published in the Columbia 
Journal of Law & the Arts, 2015

Scalia and Ginsburg were the example of 
professionalism and friendship across party lines. 
Though controversial issues often saw them on arguing 
political sides, neither let the job come between their 
close bond. Throughout their work together and after 
Scalia's death, Ginsburg maintained that he influenced 
her greatly.  

"From our years together at the D.C. Circuit, we 
were best buddies. We disagreed now and then, 
but when I wrote for the Court and received a 
Scalia dissent, the opinion ultimately released 
was notably better than my initial circulation. 
Justice Scalia nailed all the weak spots — the 
"applesauce" and "argle bargle" — and gave me 
just what I needed to strengthen the majority 
opinion."
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W.S. Gilbert (1836-1911): As an absurdist librettist who 
was once also a barrister of the law, Gilbert created 
bizarre and entertaining plots with satirical commentary 
on Victorian-era life. His caricatures have stood the test of 
time, remaining relatable in modern comedy. 

A GENIUS PARTNERSHIP

In the words of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900): The musical genius of the 
duo, Sullivan attended the Royal Academy of Music on 
the first ever Mendelssohn Scholarship. It is no surprise 
then that Mendelssohn is cited to be his greatest 
influencer. His melodies are accessible in melody, yet 
elevated in harmony. 

Gilbert and Sullivan collaborated on 14 comic operas that 
have influence literature, film, politics, and music. Other 
works include Iolanthe, Pirates of Penzance, the Mikado, 
H.M.S. Pinafore, Princess Ida, the Gondoliers, and more. 


