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Baltimore Concert Opera continues to grow by appointing Courtney Kalbacker as Managing Director 

 

As Baltimore Concert Opera continues to flourish, Courtney 

Kalbacker joins Julia Cooke, Executive Director, and Brendan Cooke, 

Artistic Director, on the staff of the thriving organization in March 

2016. Ms. Kalbacker brings to the position her expertise in opera 

production logistics and strategic audience engagement along with a 

deep commitment to Baltimore Concert Opera.  “The search 

committee knew they were looking for a candidate with both the 

requisite experience and the unique passion for our mission” 

explains Brendan Cooke, “Courtney Kalbacker had served on our 

board since August of 2014, and the search committee realized that her professional background and 

dedication to our organization were an exciting combination.” 

 

Since joining the board of Baltimore Concert Opera, Ms. Kalbacker has focused on streamlining the 

technical aspects of the performances and developing a planned approach to audience engagement, 

supporting the development of the popular ‘Thirsty Thursdays at the Opera’ series.  Ms. Kalbacker has 

held various production and artistic positions with opera companies across the country, and performed 

as a soprano both at home and abroad.  Locally, she has overseen marketing efforts for the 35 year-old 

Victorian Lyric Opera Company (Rockville, MD) and will continue to serve as the Director of Production 

for D.C.’s modern opera company, UrbanArias.  Other experience includes positions with Michigan 

Opera Theatre (assistant stage director), Lyric Opera Baltimore (performer/assistant stage manager), 

Washington National Opera (performer), Maryland Live Arts (stage director), Boston University 

Tanglewood Institute (director/ voice faculty), and Opera Anne Arundel Community College (producer). 

As an advocate for developing young singer-actors, Kalbacker was the program director of the Academy 

Youth Music Theatre Company at Oklahoma City University, and originated and taught the ‘Acting for 

Singers’ curriculum for the Lyric Opera Baltimore’s Opera Kids Camp and the Boston University 

Tanglewood Institute.  Holding degrees in opera performance from Boston University and Oklahoma City 

University, she is also currently completing the Executive Program in Arts and Culture Strategy through 

the University of Pennsylvania and National Arts Strategies.  “I love this art form and consider myself an 

‘opera maker,’” Kalbacker shares, “whether I am facilitating a production, reaching out to potential 

audience members, performing onstage, or in the wings – sharing the beauty of opera is my passion.” 

 

The addition of the Managing Director position, supported in part by the William G. Baker, Jr. 

Foundation, is a big step forward for Baltimore Concert Opera. “Bringing Courtney on as Managing 

Director marks an important increase in BCO's operational capacity, and helps ensure long term stability 

for our organization” states Executive Director Julia Cooke, “The creation of this position comes at an 

exciting time, as BCO plans for our 2016-2017 season and beyond, building on our vision to offer 

adventurous programming, artistic collaborations, and building new audiences." 

 



Baltimore Concert Opera is in its seventh season in residence at The Engineers Club in the heart of Mt. 

Vernon, Baltimore.  For more information or to make a tax-deductible donation, please visit 

www.BaltimoreConcertOpera.com. BCO is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Baltimore Concert Opera 

gratefully acknowledges the support of the William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund, creator of the Baker 

Artist Portfolios, www.BakerArtist.org. 
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