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Act I
The opera opens with Lieutenant Benjamin Franklin Pinkerton of the U.S. Navy inspecting a house overlooking the
Nagasaki harbor that comes with a “geisha” wife, Madama Butterfly (Cio-Cio San). Pinkerton tells Sharpless that he will
go through with the ceremony but intends to leave Butterfly once he finds a proper American wife. During the wedding
the Bonze bursts in and curses the girl for her conversion to Christianity. Pinkerton orders him to leave and the couple
spends their first night of marriage together. 
 

Act II
Three years later, Cio-Cio San awaits her husband’s return home. Sharpless arrives with a letter from Pinkerton at the
same time Goro arrives with a new suitor for Butterfly, Prince Yamadori. Butterfly politely argues that she is not
available for marriage; her husband has not deserted her. Sharpless urges her to reconsider Yamadori’s offer. In
response, she presents the consul with Pinkerton’s son “Sorrow,” whom she intends to call “Joy” when he returns. Suzuki
and Butterfly watch over the harbor as Pinkerton’s ship arrives. 
 

Act III
Sharpless appears at dawn the next morning with Pinkerton and his new wife, Kate. Pinkerton, overwhelmed with guilt,
runs from the scene leaving Kate with Cio-Cio San. Understanding the situation, Butterfly agrees to give the couple her
son once Pinkerton returns. Butterfly takes out the dagger her father used to commit suicide and prays to the statues of
her ancestral gods. She chooses to die with honor rather than live in shame. She is interrupted by her son, but Butterfly
blindfolds him and says goodbye. She stabs herself as Pinkerton returns, calling her name.
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THE ORIGINS OF MADAMA BUTTERFLY

Original Story: John  Luther Long, published 1898 

BCO

Performances 

Sept 20, 7:30pm

Sept 22, 3pm

American John Luther Long published the original
short-story of "Madama Butterfly" based on the
writings of his sister, a Methodist Missionary who
had spent time in Japan. She had seen a young
Japanese woman abandoned by an American soldier
and she was in close contact with both parties.

David Belasco adapated the short story for the stage
in 1900. However, he drastically changed the ending
to include Butterfly's suicide, following her late
father's example of "dying with honor."  Puccini saw
this production, retaining Belasco's final
interpretation as his own. 

In Long's version, Butterfly does not commit suicide
but rather flees with her servant and son.

Adapted Play: David Belasco, 1900


