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Baltimore Concert Opera unveils its 10th Season 
 
Baltimore, MD - July 12, 2018 -- Since 2009, the Baltimore Concert Opera has brought over 35 productions 
to the Garrett-Jacobs mansion in downtown Baltimore.  Its upcoming 2018-2019 season will continue its 
tradition of strong and varied operatic offerings, which will include four operas in concert including a 
contemporary and timely opera by Baltimore composer Derrick Wang, as well as the popular ‘Thirsty Thursday 
at the Opera’ opera/beverage tasting series.  
 
Ten seasons ago, Baltimore Concert Opera opened its doors with a concert of Mozart's masterpiece, Don 
Giovanni.  Therefore, it is only fitting that BCO’s 10th season will kick off on Sept 28th and 30th with a return 
to this beginning, as Mozart's unrepentant libertine woos his way through Europe only to meet his match in the 
form of Donna Elvira, Donna Anna, and Zerlina.  A particularly relevant opera for the #MeToo movement, Don 
Giovanni demonstrates that a rake must ultimately pay for his misdeeds.  At the same time, Don Giovanni 
features some of Mozart's most glorious music and is a fitting way to inaugurate BCO's tenth season. 
 
For the second production of the season,  BCO will present L'amico Fritz on Nov. 9th and 11th.  
Fans of Cavalleria Rusticana will surely enjoy this lesser-known opera by its composer Pietro Mascagni, a love 
story with a happier ending than its better-known sibling!  Fritz, a wealthy landowner and sworn bachelor, has 
agreed to provide the dowry for a young couple despite his disdain for marriage.  His friend, the rabbi David, 
argues with Fritz about marriage, and the two make a bet regarding whether or not Fritz himself will marry. 
Enter Suzel, the daughter of one of Fritz's tenants.  Despite his commitment to bachelorhood, Fritz grows to be 
concerned that he may lose his bet after all.  But will Fritz reveal his feelings to Suzel before she is wed to 
another? 
 
Next, Wagner arrives at BCO with a production of The Flying Dutchman on Mar 1st and 3rd.  At the tender 
age of 26, Wagner was already beginning to reach the height of his compositional powers (he would follow this 
opera with Tannhauser and Lohengrin).  Based on Heinrich Heine's retelling of the legend, The Flying 
Dutchman is the story of a sea captain in a ghostly vessel cursed to sail forever for blasphemy, who can only 
be redeemed by the love of a faithful woman.  Every seven years, the Dutchman is cast ashore in search of a 
wife who will release him from his curse.  The sea captain Daland, enticed by promises of gold, offers the hand 
of his daughter Senta.  Senta falls in love with the mysterious stranger, but their hopes are dashed when his 
identity is revealed.  Senta's faithfulness is ultimately the Dutchman's salvation, but through her death, rather 
than her love. 
 
Lastly, BCO is thrilled to bring a double bill of one act operas to the stage April 5th and 7th.  BCO closes its 
10th season with a judicial two-parter, including one of the most admired gems of contemporary opera: 
Scalia/Ginsburg, with music and libretto by Baltimore composer Derrick Wang. Described by Opera Today as 
"a perfect ... jewel," Wang's Scalia/Ginsburg is a witty glimpse into the unlikely friendship between U.S. 
Supreme Court Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Antonin Scalia, and asks the question - What would happen 
if these two ideologically opposed judges had to appear before a Higher Power?  Rounding out the evening of 
legal entertainment, Gilbert & Sullivan's 1875 operetta Trial By Jury is a laugh-out-loud farce about a trial in 
which the defendant is accused of breaching his promise to marry the plaintiff.  After the defendant explains 
that he has fallen in love with another, and would be happy to marry them both if that would solve the problem, 
the Learned Judge responds with a solution that surely would be reversed on appeal! 
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The ‘Thirsty Thursday at the Opera’ series will continue to pair delicious beers, wines, and cocktails with 
musical highlights in the historic Garrett-Jacobs Mansion atmosphere. Event dates: October 18, 2018; January 
31, 2019 and May 23, 2019.  
 
All performances will take place at the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion at the Engineers Club, 11 W. Mount 
Vernon Place, Baltimore, Maryland. Season subscriptions for all four concert operas begin at $104 and 
are now available.  Single tickets and Three-opera sampler packages go on sale on July 16th.  
 
All event information, including pre-show dining at the Club, can be found at 
www.BaltimoreConcertOpera.com. 
 
 
About Baltimore Concert Opera: Founded in 2009, BCO presents concerts of complete operatic             
masterpieces with singers and piano in the intimate setting of a gilded 19th century historic ballroom. This                 
experience allows the audience to focus on the artistry of the music and beauty of the human voice. All                   
performances are through the auspices of the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund and its Artists in               
Residence program which is part of its community outreach mission. For more information about              
Baltimore Concert Opera, to make a tax-deductible donation, or to volunteer, please visit             
www.BaltimoreConcertOpera.com. BCO is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. We are deeply grateful           
for the continuing support of the William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund (www.BakerArtist.org), creator of               
the Baker Artist Portfolio, the Maryland State Arts Council, The Citizens of Baltimore County, the Venable                
Foundation, the John J. Leidy Foundation, and Mayor Catherine E. Pugh and the Baltimore Office of                
Promotion and The Arts. 
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